
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 8 November 2005] 

 p6865c-6866a 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

NATIONAL HOUSING CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [2.28 pm]:  Two weeks ago I had the 
privilege of opening the fourth National Housing Conference at the Perth Convention Centre.  The two-day 
conference was a superbly planned, managed and coordinated event that exceeded most expectations.  A total of 
992 delegates from around the state, the country and overseas attended - far in excess of the 600 who were 
forecast.  Feedback I have received indicates that delegates were very impressed with the organisation and 
content of the conference. 

Some of the delegates were taken on a tour of housing projects in and around my electorate - Southwell, 
Coolbellup and Fremantle - and were very impressed with the urban renewal that is taking place to enhance 
communities and lifestyles in those areas.  The New Living project that is revitalising the Southwell precinct in 
Hamilton Hill earned particular praise, especially for the quality of the rental properties.  It appears that the 
quality is far in advance of anything being built in the eastern states. 

Other highlights of the conference included - 

Fremantle architect Kieran Wong’s victory over 30 other entrants from around Australia in the 
prestigious $20 000 Building for Diversity design competition; 

the keynote speech from public commentator Bernard Salt, who entertained with his demographic 
wizardry and predicted future housing trends for baby-boomers and generations X and Y; 

findings released by Diana Olsberg, the director of the University of New South Wales Research Centre 
on Ageing and Retirement, that the dream of home ownership was being jeopardised by the “me first” 
attitude of older people; and 

the victory by Karratha’s youth housing project in the new “Excellence in Service to Tenants and 
Communities in Rural and Remote Areas” category of the National Community Housing Forum 
awards. 

The conference provided all delegates with the unique opportunity to learn about the latest trends and 
developments in all aspects of the housing sector.  It also gave Western Australians the chance to demonstrate 
the advances they have made in areas of community housing, public housing, sustainability, affordability and 
housing design; and, by all accounts, everyone was very impressed. 
 


